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The writer of this paragraph is: 
• Masterful. 

• Able to use knowledge and skill thoughtfully and 

able to adjust understandings well in complex and 

difficult contexts. 

• Able to create thoughtful viewpoints and effective 

critiques. 

• Able to take a critical view of the issues involved, 

with insightful criticisms, discriminations, and 

qualifications. 

• A skillful blending of evidence from the text by 

using both direct quotes and paraphrases. 

• Provides more than enough evidence and the 

strongest evidence to support position. 

 

Insightful Thorough Considered 

Aware Uncritical Inadequate 

The writer of this paragraph is: 
• Skilled. 

• Able to be adaptive and innovative in the use of 

knowledge, skill, and understanding when 

addressing complex and difficult contexts. 

• Able to fully develop a critical viewpoint. 

• Able to make appropriate criticisms, 

discriminations, and qualifications. 

• Cites evidence from the text by using both direct 

quotes and paraphrases. 

• Provides more than enough evidence, if not the 

strongest evidence, to support position. 

 

 

The writer of this paragraph is: 
• Competent. 

• Able to competently use knowledge, skill, and 

understanding when addressing complex and 

difficult contexts. 

• Able to show a reasonably critical and 

comprehensive look at major viewpoints in 

context. 

• Cites evidence from the text by using both direct 

quotes and paraphrases. 

• Provides enough related evidence to support 

position. 

 

 

The writer of this paragraph is: 
• Aware. 

• Able to perform well in a few, familiar or simple 

contexts. 

• Able to demonstrate limited uses of judgment and 

responsiveness to a contextual situation. 

• Able to know of different points of view, including 

personal point of view, but is weak in considering 

or critiquing each perspective. 

• Cites evidence from the text by using both direct 

quotes and paraphrases. 

• Provides limited evidence to support position. 

 

The writer of this paragraph is: 
• Novice 

• Able to perform only with guidance or coaching. 

• Reliant upon scripted, singular, or “plug-in” skills, 

procedures, or approached to writing. 

• Unaware of differing points of view; has 

overlooked or ignored other perspectives. 

• Having difficulty imagining other ways of seeing 

things. 

• Cites evidence from the text by using either quotes 

or paraphrases. 

• Provides limited and/or vague evidence to support 

position. 

 

The writer of this paragraph is: 
• Ineffective. 

• Writing at a level that is incomprehensible, 

incoherent, and/or incomplete. 

• Choosing to produce sub-standard work, if any 

work at all. 

• Ignorant of any differing points of view, 

perspectives, or critical understanding. 

• Does not reference text evidence. 

• Provides very little and/or unrelated or incorrect 

evidence to support position. 

 


